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WESTGATE~BRUNER HOUSE
Rieeville, Crawford Cownty, Pennsylvania

m&rc _ .
Arthur Hayes Weestzate.

Date of Ereotlon
Bafore 1847,

Architect
Unknown,

Bullder |
Benjamine Boles Wesigales

gra'aient: Condition

Kuuber of Storias
Part etory and one-half and the rest ons story.

_H.ateriala of Construction:

Fative wood, mostly white pine. Interlor walls pla.atered, hard
fresco, native and stone foumdation.

:Recordas
Family and Court. Hbuse (Grawford COunty).

N ﬁ_'-Additional Bata.aﬁibliograpiq

An illustrated History of the comonwea.lth of Pannaylvania.

Tgle, William He, N.De Harrisburg, DeWitt C Goodvioh & Gos 1676, G
: Grawﬁordo _

' Eiatory of Crawford County, Pemmsylvauia; chicagé Ili, Brown,
Runk snd Co., Publishers, 1890.
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WESTGATE-BRUNER HOUSE .
Riceville, Crawford County, Pemsylvania

4 small cluster of houses, two church bulldings, s mill
snd a post-office ls about all that mokes Rioceville, Crawford
County, Penneylvania. But within the commmity some genius
held sway back before the Civil War, for the builders construcced
tiny homes for themselves, and small churches to worship in
that are marvele of artlstic design and hidden beauby.

On first sight the Westgate-Bruner houes might appear to
be like bundrsds of amall homes, weathered by time and badly
In need of paint but the lines and composition of the materials
make an impraession that 1s moet pleaeinge. It 1s & colonial
etruwotwre with a hint of Cape Cod influence. The two front doore, o
each eot between windows, give the effeot of a double house.
The four front windows are shuttersd and each window has aslxzteen
lights of glass. The window and door sash, and blinds are hand-made, -
put together with wooden dowele oF plns or pege.

On the side of each door are pllaeters, which support a door
shelf. Tha doors are slx-paneled, with thumb lstobh, (the original
hardwarej. The ohimneys are of brick and the roof 1s oovered
wilth wooden ehinglee. The doors have the original graining etill
visible on the panels. The "retwrn" of the pilasters on the door
frame carriee out the design of the cap of the pllastsre. The doors
ara each reached by a single step from a stone imbedded in the R
aarth and flush with it. The house has white pine slding whloh SRR
ie beaubtifully weathered to & grey oolor. The oornice moulding ls
an intricate turning of curves. :

There are thirteen windows on the first floor and six on the
sscond. Bach front door leads into a room, one of which contalned g
"hed sink" originally which hae been partitioned ¢ff for use as a suall
gtore roome. Between these two front rooms a amall hallway ia taken off -
of the room containing the bed sink, and aleo between the rooms the
etairway to the second story 1s located leading up from the halle -
The original wall paper 1s still on the walle of one front room a:zd in
of a graceful deelgn of flowers within panels. It has been ramarlm‘bly,

The kitohen hed a lerge red brick oven which was built flmh vzith
" the rear wall and out onfo a back poroh where a pump was also 11131;_&3.156.
Phis oven or fire-place was hbout four feet longs ~ It was ohanged-an
disearded in 1880 or theresbout. The resr of the house ils- arrange& ]

small storags barms and out-houses, but all Included wder one very long
roof. The hardware of the house has never been ohanged. B
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WESTGATE-BRUNER HCUSE

Joshua Rruner bought the house of Benjamine Boles Westgate
about 1865 and he and his wife lived In It until their deaths.
They had eight children: Wiliiam (deceased), Milton {deceased),
Mary, wife of Jamss Atwood, Emma died young, Anna, wife of
Arthar Hayes Westgate {deceased), Charles, Sarah, and John.
Joshuna Bruner came from Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. About
1912-13 Miss Sarah Bruner re-sold the house to her brother-in-law
Arthur Hayes Westgeate, but returns every summer to live in it,
She was born in this house in 186%7.
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